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Thompson We explained our strategy and looked at a range of options, but we were 
clearly given the steer that it was going to be unlikely to be achieved.

So are you now saying that you hadn’t actually requested for a frequency?

What I am saying is exactly what I’ve said. We talked with them, briefed 
them, this option around the 102—which, obviously, was exciting—was 
mentioned and we discussed it, but the indications were that it would be 
very difficult to access them. And, therefore, we went on with our plan.

Right. From the statement made by the chairman, I was under the 
impression that you had specifically requested for a frequency and MCH 
actually turned you down.

No. It’s exactly as the chairman outlined.

So you’ve actually requested it. So yesterday, MCH appeared before select 
committee and they had actually said that there was no specific request for a 
youth radio frequency. Are they lying?

No. No, I think this is in the context of having a discussion, and we had the 
feedback we got and we made our decision to proceed on a path which we 
saw as more productive.

Would you suggest that was another misunderstanding, then?

No. No, I don’t think it was another misunderstanding.

OK. Going back to the “misunderstanding” comment, what was 
misunderstood?

What was misunderstood—and I should also preface my response by saying 
I [Inaudible 13:10:57] in attendance at the meeting but I had phoned into the 
meeting. The other attendees from RNZ were our chief executive, Paul 
Thompson, and a board governor Peter Parussini. Now, the 
misunderstanding arose from the aforementioned governor, Peter Parussini, 
asking the Minister whether we were required to halt our consultation and 
not proceed with our planned moves with the new strategy. The belief on 
the part of that particular governor of RNZ was that the Minister had 
affirmed that it was acceptable to proceed.

So going back to Concert FM, what was the rationale behind the decision to 
replace Concert FM with youth FM and moving Concert FM to AM, and 
removing the staff, commentators, presenters—what was the rationale? Did 
you not think it was important enough?

We think it is important, but we have a limited range of resources which we 
need to deploy in the best possible way, and we think it’s vital, as the 
chairman outlined in his opening statements, that RNZ actually starts to 
connect with younger audiences, because whilst we have big and growing 
audiences, they do tend to be older people. So we looked at our strategy and 
we think that younger New Zealanders deserve a public broadcasting 
service as well, and our approach was to make quite a hard decision around 
where our resources were best prioritised. So that led to the decision to 
change Concert and move it from FM and move resources to create our
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